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The Australian Fans’ Perspective 


Introducing... The Bob Jane Stadium. 
(Will it be alright on the night?) 








ET gets it right - 
Lordess of 
: eey Cpe Adelaide's 
the Rings? ae Derby 
Lydia Dows€ — Programme Dazzler! 
interview Review 


The Strikers - Consistently inconsistent (see page 22) 





Here we go, here we go, here we go again 


| Flogging a dying horse 








The Australian Fan's Perspective | 
. ” ; | Jeff Kennett's recent remarks at the VSF's annual awards night - about soccer's inability : 
tt tox) Oakleigh South, 3167 to attract broad support because most clubs are too ethnically based - predictably drew 
0 ae nee widespread media coverage. Some people just can't leave it alone, Allitneedsisa 





Hoy subscription details see Page 31 politician to state the bleedin’ obvious for the hundredth time and certain sections of the 
4 soccer media (or their sub-editors?) decide it's worth a headline for the hundredth time. 
Anyone who has read ‘SU previously will know what our position on the debate (if you can 


Poli eww Chnehqier Aset Bdlton |ainy Georgiadis call it that) is. Instead of re-hashing and trotting out our arguments, all we ask is why have 
Contiibilere (it tooo Mowe beamnio, | wen Anderson, Ghits Aun, Jeffs comments caused offence? 
Hoge) Olver Arthety Penmor, furnbo Trudgeon, Siok Ouoth, Lou Maratos, For those who don't follow Victorian soccer too closely, Jeff is the Honorary Executive 
Mannion Heawiing, anit Me Mer hee President of the VSF, and although his brief is Victorian soccer, in reality it involves 
Australian soccer Basically, Jeff was telling the assembled throng that clubs without the 
Phetegraptiy: Phi Grouch and ol support of the broader community and the ability to attract mainstream sponsorship and 
media coverage have no long-term future in the A-League. And more importantly, ensure 
O00 yatta should joint out that we don't always agree with our contributors, soccer does not reach its true potential, Big deal! There's nothing new in that! 
hut Wials what makes it a fanzine. Jeff being Jeff though, he suggested they could lose their ethnic face, and thal was 
youve gala problenn wilh that, write in and insist that YOUR views go public. enough for Ray Gatt to make a few phone calls and construct a back page article thal re- 


fuelled the elhnic debate yet again. Naturally Marconi, the Knighis, South Melbourne and 
sydney Utd all got quoted, and naturally there were no comments from Brisbane, 
Canberra, Newcastle etc. Typical really. Too bad that NSWSF president Peter Gray 
(who was actually in attendance) suggested Jeff's comments shouldn't be taken out of 
context and there was nothing offensive aboul the speech. 


Ini (his issue... 

}. Flogging a dying horse - The debate that some people won't let die 

4+ Dld that REALLY happen? - You should know what this section ts about by now 

7 ~Getthe Book out! - feat, Culina, Bazic, SocAus and South Melbourne twicel 

8» Australia v New Zealand - ET's critics get what they wanted at the second allernpt 

10 - Lordess of the Rings? - Phil Crouch speaks with UTSO GM Lydia Dowse 

13 - Miscellaneous Waffle - where 'SU' gets a few things off it's chest... 

14 - Where to go Surfin’ - Thomas Esamie provides the signposts... 

16 - Programme review - Ewen Anderson shows whal can and should be included 

18 - Olyroos triumph in Wonderland - Chris Kunz witnesses an U-23 triumph 

20 - Wow! It's our first competition - And we're looking for a clever caption, 

21 - Book Review - Roger Sleeman tells us about the new Paul Wade book 

22 - The Strikers - Consistently inconsistent - Anthony Fensom reports 

24 - Canberra's return to the big time - A personal perspective from Jumbo Trudgean 

25 - And Nick Guoth reports on subsequent events 

26 - Derby Dazzler - Lou Maratos reports on the Adelaide derby 

28 - Dear ‘Studs Up’ - Sell-explanatory, really... 

29 - Asia watch - Further updates on happenings fram Malaysia and beyond The Melbourne Knights are another case in point. Here ts a club with a Croatian 

30 - Bulletin Board - incl. a request from Germany for some vital statistics commitee, with a team made up largely of players with strong Croatian links, playing in front 

32 - Look out for... Just the thing for people with poor memories | of a crowd of predominantly Croatian origin, and they are the current national champions 
Why the hell would they want to change things? 


But all this, as Johnny Warren pointed out during ‘On the Ball’ recently, is only hot air 
unless clubs like Bnsbane, Canberra and Newcastle can demonstrate an ability to attract 
more crowds, sponsorship and media coverage than other clubs. 


South Melbourne have repeatedly stated they would like to expand their membership, 
and hope to eventually reach a figure of 10,000. The current figure of about 3,500 is made 
up almost entirely of members of Greek origin, which ensures the ‘right sort of committee’, 
so how would they really react if suddenly 6,500 dinky-di Aussies signed up and gained 
voting rights, and subsequently absolute control of the club? What South Melbourne really 
want is another 4-5,000 coming through the turnstiles each week, and they don't really care 
where they come from. It may sound harsh, but that is the reality, To be honest, it would 
be a black day for the Greek community in Melbourne if they lost absolute control! over the 
direction of THEIR club. 





THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 


We hope you don't mind the decrease in photographs in this issue, but the amount of stuff The bottom line in all this of course is (hat the average Melbourne fan still doesn't have a 
coming in has dictated the move. We may be editors by title, but we're certainly not by team they can intimately identify with unless they are of Greek or Croatian descent And 
nature, and if people send something in, they deserve to have it printed. the situation is unlikely to change for quite some time Thal is the point that Jeff was trying 
Liesides, if you want photographs you can always buy ‘Soccer Australia’ .. to make, It is difficult to encourage frends lo go to a Soccer match where the majority of 


specialors speak a foreign language and indulge in quaint customs like lighting flares and 
waving national flags Can you blame your friends for being apathetic about it all? 


Now that we have got that off our chests, we hope that will be the end of it and people 
can return to walching what is becoming a season worthy of the tithe A-League. We hope, 
but we can't help thinking some journalists will go around again before |he season ends 





Once again 'SU' recaps the past coupla mouths and thinks 


Did that REALLY happen’? 


On the field... 


October 


7 - Brisbane go down to Marconi 1-3 but show they are a good bet to finish in the top half of 
the table. Morwell kick the sweep with a 4-7 win over Wollongong, Warren Spink scores a 
hal-tnek 
8 -Damien Mor scores both goals as Adelaide City eventually shake off Canberra Wesl 
Adelaide come away from Edensor Park with a point aller a goalless draw with Sydney 
United, while in the big Melbourne derby about §,000 fans see the Knights deservedly 
defeal Soulhy Melbourne 1-0. Away from the A-Leaque, Victoria defeat South Australia 4-2 
nthe first leq af the George Wallace Trophy. 
13 - A change of venue brings & change of luck for Sit) Melb as they win) 1-0 al Morwell. 
14 - Canberra Cosmos scrape a 0-0) draw in ther first home game alter having Lachlan 
Armstrong sent off, but Sydney United coach Branko Culina still finds plenty of time to 
cnticise the attitude of the Cosmos 
15- Kos Trajanovski scores the only goal in UTSO's 1-0 win over the Knights, A Robbie 
Hooker penalty is enough for West Ad to defeal Brisbane, while Wollongong’'s season 
remains pointless following a 0-2 home loss lo Ad City. 
1A - The first mid-week round (well, part round then) sees 13 goals in four games with 
Morwell again firing in four, this time against UTSO. Steve Mangos stuns Ad City witha 
lethal free-kick in injury time to snatch a 2-1 win for Sth Melb. Trivia bufis may wish to note 
Kostas Salapidis makes his A-Leaque debut. Kostas is the son of former Souths and 
Sharks player (& coach) Sam, West Ad remain unbeaten with a 1-1 draw at Newcastle 
while the Knights comfortably account for Marconi 2-0. 
20 - Branko Gulina's words about rough play have an impact on referee Brett Hugo as he 
sends two Wolves players off. Sydney Utd still only manage one goal for the night though. 
21 - Brisbane take out the [rustration of two losses on the visiting Newcastle who cop five. 
Dodgy defending in general and goalkeeping in particular hardly help the Breakers, but the 
Sinkers were very good. A much better game at Marconi where Morwell miss plenty of 
chances but go home with a point after a 2-2 draw. 
22 - First up is an afternoon match and South Australia and Victoria draw 2-2 in the second 
leg of (See Oct 8), giving the Vics a 6-4 aggregate victory. On to the EC and Ad City suffer 
their second loss in four days as UTSO win 1-0 al Marconi Stadium. Former Altona striker 
Ice Kutlesovski scroes his first goal for the Knights ina 1-1 draw al West Ad. The match is 
interrupted for aboul twenty minutes due to a floodlight failure. In the game of the night 
Canberra lead Sth Melb 2-0 with half an hour remaining but the Blues lift and could have 
snatched all three points but are forced to settle for a 2-2 draw. 
26 - The Olyroos have a comfortable 3-0 victory over the touring Japanese Olympic Team. 
27 - South Melboume crash 0-2 at Wollongong and have Vaughan Coveny sent off for 
‘stamping’ 
28 - Ganberra once again lead then lose as UTSO win at Bruce Stadium 3-2. Tome gets 
Ihe winner with five minutes left, Morwell continue thei fine start with a 2-1 win at home 
over West Adelaide. 

/-AtSomers St, Frank Farina is sent off by Wayne Dade in one of [the most mystifying 
decisions seen on these shores in years. The Kniahts triumph 2-0, Marconi head for 
second spot wilh a 2-0 home win over Ad City, But the 'stor/ of the night is al Edensor 
hark where Newcastle win 2-1. Branko Culina launches rockels al his players which may 
have been juntiied, anda scud al ET which definitely wasn't 

1) The headhae in The Australian’ says it all “Thomson tells disgruntled Crows coach to 
row up 


November 
1 - Midweek action sees Canberra lead 2-0 after 12 minutes but Wollongong snatch a 2-2 
draw. Sydney United beat Brisbane 1-0 to move to fifth place. 
3 - John Markovski scorers a 90th minute winner for the Knights and then lets John 
Kosmina know all about it in a 2-1 win at Newcastle. 
PE oe AOS a 6.4. - Frank Farina scores the only goal five 

Be gee minutes from the end as Brisbane down 
S > Morwell 1-0. Marconi go to the top of the table 
after defeating Canberra, also 1-0. 








+ 


aaa | 


sydney Uld come away from Olympic Park with 

a comfortable 2-0 victory, The match kicks off 

at 8:00pm after OP had been previously 

booked for another function... 

§ - Over in England, Zeljko Kalac's nightmare 

start to his Leicester career continues as he 

has a shocker in a Goca-Cola Cup match. 

Three errors from Kalac (left) allow Bolton to 

sneak a thoroughly undeserved 3-2 victory. 

Leicester boss Mark McGhee accepts the 

responsibility saying "| realised afler his 

: B performance at West Brom thal perhaps he 
eS = =A wasn't quite ready" 

10 - Eddie Thomson faces the prospect of further ridicule after the national team fail ta 

score for the third game in a row, this time against New Zealand. Another shock later in the 

evening at Wollongong when Marconi surrender top spot after losing 0-2. 

11 - Paul Wade overcomes a viral infection (which prevented him turning out for the 

Socceroos) to score a dramatic injury time equaliser in a 1-1 home draw with West Ad 

12 - Sydney Olympic go top with a 4-2 demolition of struggling South Melbourne And 

Sydney Utd move to second with a 2-0 victory over their Melbourne cousins. 

15 - Australia defeat New Zealand 3-0 in Newcastle. 


and off. 


October 

4 - Sydney Utd announce the following at their season launch. The squad is to train twice a 
day, a soccer and academic development programme scholarship for 13-16 year olds, 
sponsorship by Boka Windows and Puma, an interest in signing Gabriel Mendez, well, 
three out of four ain't bad... Meanwhile the Morwell Falcons announce the signings of 
Michael Reda and very promising ‘keeper Jim Kourtis as the raids on the dumped clubs 
continue. 

6 - Gabriel Mandez leaves for Portugal hoping to sign a professional contract 

The interim transfer tribunal sets Jason Polak’'s transfer fee lo the Strikers al $1,000 while 
Francis Awaritefe is valued at $15,000. Marconi are not thrilled. Nor South Melbourne 

11 - South Melbourne lodge an appeal against the tribunal valuations, but slart to see the 
benefits of having only two Melbourne teams in the A-League when Puma decide pull out 
of a deal with the Zebras and sponsor the Blues to the tune of 300,000. 

12 - Frank Arok strengthens the Blues squad with the signings of Agim Sherfovski and 
Criag Lewis (Sunshine) as well as Port Melbourne pair Nick Papadopoulos and ‘keeper 
Mike Lilikakis. Marconi snap up Parramatta duo Paul Souris and Brendon Renaud. 

13 - Melbourne Knights coach Mirko Bazic says he will sign John Markovski next week 
Could this have anything to do with Joe Spiteri heading for Switzerland? Raul Blanco signs 
attacking midfielder Nathan Day from Campbelltown Red Devils. UTSO could be in trouble 
over the $9,500 transfer fee to Parramatta for defender Nick Orlic. 


» - South Melbourne's offside trap fails again as 





“Ay 


16 - Eddie Thomson announces a squad of 21 players who will meel in Canberra lo prepare 
for the upcoming match against the touring Japanese Olympic team. Allhough eight clubs are 
represented, none of the players are from provincial clubs. 
For the record, the score is Sydney 8, Melbourne 6, Adelaide 5, Brisbane 2. 
19 - Eddie Thomson states he's ready to sgin a new contract with Soccer Australia... 
The draw for the Oceania Olympic qualifying series is made at Hindmarsh, with Oz originally 
given a bye on the opening day. Within 30 minutes (following ET's complaint that the host 
nation traditionally plays on the opening day of a major tournament?) rounds one and two are 
reversed. The series is boosted by a $50,000 sponsorship from the Adelaide based, 
Government supported, Australian Major Events Ten corporate boxes will be erected behind 
the northern end goal, with the grandstand boxes having been made available for local and 
international (!) media representatives, 
20 - Brisbane Strikers announce Hyundai sponsorship, reported to be substantial’, allhough 
the exact amount is undisclosed Tuxedo time in Melbourne as [he VSF awards night sees 
Port Melbourne's George Svikas pick up the Bill Fleming Medal (awarded by the media) and tie 
far the prestigious Gold Medal with Tom Pondeljak of St Albans. lan Dobson (Altona) is 
Coach of the Year, while Young Player of the Year is awarded lo Rob Liparotti of Bulleen. The 
real slory (as far as some of the media is concerned) is Jeff Kennelt's speech, in which he 
suggests clubs need to “lose their ethnic face so thal they have a wider appeal”. 
24 - Ray Galt decides Jeff's comments (see above) deserve a wider audience and can't wait to 
bring Tony Labbozzetta into the discussion. In other press reporls, George Negus ts widely 
quoted as saying thal "the ethnic/wogball tag has gone fram soccer’. (Really?) 
south Australian captain Zoran Karadzic (minus a few teeth) decides not to take legal action 
against a Victonan player following a behind the ball incident in the recent state match. 
25 - Heidelberg go public with the news thal they are on a sound financial footing and have big 
plans ready to go for the upgrading of the Village. They really do think they'll be in the A- 
League next year you know... Meanwhile lhe Kevin Muscal transfer saga drags on, while Joe 
Spiler's Swiss excursion looks more likely by the day, SocAus announces that Ansett will 
sponsor {he 2 game series against the Kiwis. 
26 - John Markovski signs a one-year contract with the Melbourne Knights. The clubs have yet 
to decide on a transfer fee though... Across the Nullabor, ex AdCity and one time Socceroo 
Gary Marocchi Is confimred as the coach (for 3 years) of Ihe Perth entry into the A-League. 
Sth Oz Premier League club Port Lion Pirates release (on loan) utility player Sleve Farrugia to 
Maltese 1st division club Valetta, Morwell add David Clarkson and Slobodan Despotovski lo 
their ranks 
27 - David Hill arrives back from overseas, straight smack! bang! into the Warren / Rasic 
controversy, 
29 - ‘On the Ball provides some true moments of cringe as Patterson, Warren and Hill trade 
barbs over a variety of contentious lopics, including the appointment of Mike Wells and the 
ongoing ethnic debate 
31 - Break out the microphones! It's press conference time as ET announces the 18 man 
squad for the NZ games. Trimboli is in, perhaps as a starter, as is Hooker. And Kevin Muscat 
too, Now about that transfer to Sheffield United... Big day for Paul Wade as well with the 
launch of his (premature?) biography, as told to Kyle Patterson. George Negus completes the 
occasion by announcing Wade's employment by SocAus as national promotions co-ordinator, 
Now that sounds like just the sort of thing we suggested back in'SU3' . 


November 
1 - Sharks stopper George Haniotis, afler baltling a groin injury all pre-season, decides to take 
lhe rest of the season off. 


| You probably don't want to know this but... - 
(Wishane Strikers mascot Thor has been given a surname! Markeling man Pal Hanson has 
bre Wubbed the man with the horns ‘Thor Ericcsan' in recognition af you know who. 





Yes folks, another promotion up the page order for one of our more popular 
features, where players, administrators and the media all have a chance to 
grab our attention and invite us to 


Get the book out! 


Red card and a charge of bringing the game into disrepute for the people authorising 
those 0055 advertisements in the mainstream press. The invite fans to call and obtain 
details of upcoming Ericsson Cup fixtures, Why should fans need to pay to find out such 
basic information as kick-off times. We have nothing against 0055 services, If people want 
lo pay to find out about Paul Trimboli's favourite movie or Ante Milicic's favourite rock band 
they should be able to But ripping fans off by asking them lo call this ‘service’ to find basic 
information that should be readily and freely available is too much. 

We thought the idea of our new league was to put the fans first. 





Yellow card to South Melbourne (Hellas) for their decision to use different coloured seats 


to spell oul S M H across their new sland at Lakeside Stadium. After all the talk about 
broadening the suppor! base blah blah there was really no need to do this. What the 
hell(as) is wrong with SMSC? While we're at Lakeside (well, Olympic Park actually) the 
Blues deserve another Yellow card for their ‘welcome’ to Paul Wade on his relurn.to his 
old club with Canberra Cosmos, On the same weekend Bryan Robson returned to Old 
Trafford with his Middlesbrough side and received an emotional welcome. In contrast, 
Wade was greeted with silence and apathy. Considering he was South Melbourne's (and 
Australia's) captain he deserved the emotional reception Alan Davidson received earlier this 
year. 


Yellow card to Branko Culina who is developing a bit of a reputation as a whinger. 


Plenty of recent comments have tested our patience, but the blaming of ET for Sydney 
United's loss against Newcastle was going too far. That's a booking, Branko, 


Yellow card for Mirko Bazic as well, for a similar outburst following the Knights loss to, yep, 


Sydney United. Wonder if Branko gave him some pointers? 


Yellow card to all A-League clubs that don't have enough match programmes printed for 
the spectators. That's not even taking into consideration their (lack of) content or the lack 
of any pre-game or half-time entertainment on match days. 


Red card to whichever television network in New Zealand decided not to give the ‘1st leg of 
the Ansell Challenge the coverage il wwarranled_ I! led to an uncomfortable level of 
embarrassment for Les & co at SBS, having to rely on a series of second-rate camera 
angles to patch together a highlights package. Then again, wih SBS's decision to screen 
the highlights (not even a full replay!) of the 2nd leg at 11:45pm, well, thal's surely worth a 


yellow card as well. 


Yellow card to a variety of A-League clubs which ‘SU’ wrote to a few weeks back asking 
them whether they would be interested in stocking our humble fanzine in their social club 
bar or Kiosk. Would you believe we received only ONE reply? Nol surprisingly, it came 
from Newcastle Breakers, Well, one of their directors, actually And we were pleasantly 
surprised to receive a cheque from the man, who wanted to subscribe personally! 
Thanks for that sir, but no thanks to those other clubs who failed lo even reply 

Even if they weren't interested in stocking 'SU', a simple note saying 'No, thank you’ is far 
more professional then turfing our correspondence in the bin. If we don't get a reply from 
those clubs within the next few weeks they can expect to re-appear on this page next 
month. Gut the card will be a different colour, 





SET gets it right -= 


a 86 just in time 


England v Scotland, Brazil v Argentina, Germany v Holland, Australia Vv New Zealand, 
Okay, so the battle of the Tasman cousins hardly sets the pulses racing, out it is the closest 
thing we have to a ‘traditional rivalry, and heads were going to roll if Oz lost to a nation 
whose FIFA ranking is regularly in the 'three-figure’ bracket. 





Despite the similarities between Australia's and New Zealand's Nag, there is no | 
comparison between our football teams. ET made several changes fram the ist leg draw in 
Christchurch giving a debut to Adelaide City 'keeper Jason Petkovic and recalling Matthew 
Bingley and Paul Trimboli, Thomson made no secret of the fact that he felt Australia's best 
chance of victory lay in fielding a team full of mobility, speed and skill, able to out-run and 
out-think [he cumbersome kiwis. Full-backs Bingley and Hooker were keys to the strategy 
(freed fram the responsibillies of defending in front of the central defensive tno of lvanovic, 
Tobin and Popovic). Paul Wade and the in-form Milan Blagojevic provided the bite in 
central midfield . wilh Trimbol) working behind the mobile strikeforce of Mon and Spiter| 


Not that Australia began convincingly, New Zealand could have quite easily taken the 
lead, Caveny beating his marker to a long Zoricich pass but lobbing his shot over the 
crossbar and Petkovic (with his first touch) saving a point-blank shot from the bustling 
McLennan At this point, the Aussie defenders (particularly Popovic) looked very vulnerable 
to anything in the air; but with Mort and Spiteri dragging their markers all over the park the 
tide was turning, Once Paul Trimboli found his feet, the Kiwis were never in the contest, A 
pass through to the over-lapping Hooker was a show of things lo come In the 32nd minule, 
Wade and Blagojevic fed Trimboli who beat the static offside trap by passing through to 
MOR! who shot home via both posts. Now Trimboli was in everything setting up Mor and 
Spiten in quick succession, On the stroke of half-time, Tramboli (surprise, surprise) put 
Spiteri through who was felled in the penalty area PAUL WADE converted the spot-kick for 
his 11th international goal. 


The second half began in the same fashion, with the recalled Trimboli toying with the 
Kiwi defence. His speed of thought and vision carved open the visitors defence lime and 
again. Yet they persisted with an offside trap that consisted of blindly rushing towards [he 
half-way line AFTER Trimboli had passed the ball, leaving our forwards unmarked, 
Trimboli's delightful flick put Spiteri in a one-on-one situation with goalkeeper Batty and 
though a hint of handball (unintentional) SPITERI scored at the second attempt in the S2nd 
minute 


This is when ET pulled the plug on the nights entertainment and possibly helped New 
Zealand avoid a similar drubbing to their 7-0 defeat in Uruguay this year, To the general 
amazement of the crowd, John Markovski repalced Trimboli, Yes ET was experimenting but 
to take off not only Australia’s best but also most creative player was disappointing. It threw 
Australia out of killer and the fizz not unnaturally went out of the game. Markovski's best 
role is that of an out-and-out striker and not as a schemer Lets hope Trimboli does not 
have to wait two years for his next Socceroo cap. Even including our Euroroos | doubl if we 
have a more skilful, creative attacker 

Avistratia still continued to dominate the game but chances were becoming fewer and 
fewer Polak, Cranney and Spink were introduced and the Brisbane defender created a 
chance for the Morwell forward whose shot was bravely blocked by a Kiwi defender on the 
ai yard line saving a certain goal but with a hint of handball 


Auatfalia collected (he Trans-Tasman trophy ul Ie contest had beer over since hall- 
tine row tar the Intercontinental Gur" 








Ansett Challenge - an alternative view. 


The carrot on offer here was the opportunity to advance to a play-off against either Fiji or 
Solomon Islands for a spot in the next InterContinental Cup to be held in Saudi Arabia in 
1997, Or maybe not, depending on who you listen to 

Either way, the two-match series deserved to be taken seriously by the players and the 
coaching staff, but events suggest that our national coach was prepared to gamble the 
biggest prize on offer since 1993 for the sake of appeasing as many players as possible. 
There was no need to make anywhere near five changes to the starting line-up for the 
second match, One cynic suggested to me that if you can't score against the Kiwis you 
should change the whole eleven! Bul to my way of thinking ET should have gone with his 
strongest home-based eleven and told the rest to try harder. To give a 'cap' to sa many 
fringe players is lo devalue the Australian shin. The rate of change in the Oz line-up hardly 
allows the players lo develop a sense of radar with each other, so it's hardly surprising thal 
we are again forced to listen to rubbish like "We're creatin’ loods of chunces..." 

As Uruguay discovered earlier this year, the Kiwis are crap ~The South Americans Q 
managed to pump NINE goals past our Oceanic cousins in two games and Oz had a 

chance to approach that figure if Trimboli had have been used for 180 minutes instead of 

about an hour. The need for a change in goalkeepers was also questionable, Can ET 

make up his mind about anything? But the bottom line is still our lack of firepower. 

Fair dinkum, if you can't score against a team ranked outside the top 100, it isn't time to 

change the players... 


Game 1 - November 10 (Christchurch) 
New Zealand 0 

Australia 0 

Referee: Barry Tasker Crowd: ? | 


Game 2 - November 15 (Newcastle) 

Australia 3 Mori 31, Wade 45pen, Spiteri 52 
New Zealand 0 

Referee: Simon Micallef Crowd: 8,858 


Starting line-ups 
Goalkeepers 1 2 
Frank Juric (Melbourne Knights) xX 
Jason Petkovic (Adelaide Cily) 
Defenders 

Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) x 
Tony Popovic (Sydney Utd) mm 
Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) mM 
Robert Hooker (West Adelaide) x 
Matthew Bingley (Marconi) A 
Midfielders 

Andrew Marth (Melbourne Knights) % 
Jason Polak (Brisbane Strikers) x 
Milan Blagojevic (UTS Clympic) x 
Danny Tiatto (Melbourne Knights) xX 
Paul Wade (Canberra Cosmos) 
Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) 
Forwards 

Damien Mori (Adelaide City) 
Warren Spink (Morwell Falcons) 
Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights) 
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allempting to take the club where no man has taken it before. That is a big ask for "They Ve always had differe fonalities playing in the team o coinnidence 
a club which, traditionally, has never been far from controversy. Phil Crouch asks Charles Perkins played for Obmole, Ive pipe ties ston = oe i. io se ies 
her about Olympic’s new direction, their finances, their future home, and their | measures. They're slill proud of being Greek, They'll et Give up tea Swern it d 
» Wy enlage an 


Lydia Dowse is the General Manager at UTS Olympic. She is a woman who is 


rapicig flan fornacking conchest we're not asking them to, They do understand that to Slay viable you just can't rely on 


Lordess of 
the Rings? 





‘certainly do! | can't speak for everybody al every c 
; : 3 ry club but me personally. yeah, 
Whal the A-League is trying to do is make the game of soccer opie and in this country 
i'S never been popular. If that can be acheived, |'m ail for it" 


In the media it has been reported that Olympic were movi 
Lydia wasn't so certain i oving out to Belmore. 


‘It's a possibility. There are three opti | 
; | ree options, There's Belmore, there's Leichardl and 
there's the Sydney Football Stadium, At this Slage we haven't committed ourselves it's 


There was something a little bit different abou! the UTS Olympic - Wollongong Wolves reported that weve signed on the dotted line and we're off to Belm It’ 
. game at Leichardt Oval. Before a ball was kicked in earnest, Jimmy Little sang, Charles We're inlerested in Belmore for lols of reasons. | think all (hree o fon ha eycodvon 
10 Perkins was awarded lite membership (he formerly played with Olympic in their Pan | and bad points so it's a matter of weighing up all these factors and com au ath je 
Hellenic days) and Derek Kickett was introduced to the crowd. One a singer, one a leader nght decision. We have to be guided a bil by Soccer Australia becuase they 00d fa 
and one an Australian Rules footballer all sharing a common bond. Their aboriginality It us whal (heir vision ts and where they would like us to play” ‘inti 





was a little strange and wonderful that a club synonymous with the Sydney Greek 
community was celebrating it. In an interview | had taped the previous day wilh the 
General Manager, Lydia Dowse, she explained the club's thinking. 


| would imagine Soccer Australia would love to have a club based at the SFS 





“ 


"That's my opinion too. It's a possibility. The dan | 
[ gers with the Sydney Football 
Sfadium would be the expense and whether we would be able to vate with Rugby 


"Well. we've gol lo relate to the people of Sydney. We're the only club that plays in 
League. Whether the overlap would work. _" 


inner metropolitan Sydney so were calling ourselves the Sydney team and basically whal 
we're aboul 1s finding a way to market ourselves lo people generally, not just the Greek 
community because (hey'll always support us bul fo broaden oul to olher members of the 
community. We want to have people from all backgrounds come to [the game". 

Hence the Aboriginal theme. 

"In February we're going to have a celebration for Chinese New Year and on another 
occasion we're going to have a Human Rights day which will be a multi-cultural 
celebralion. We've got a malch against Marconi which will be an AIDS awareness game, 
so we'll have a lot of pamphlets and stuff distributed around the ground. So what we're 
doing is finding ways to make the game more entertaining and more relevant to people, 
not just (he Greek community, but everybody" 

"We're gelting some of our players to write regular columns in iocal newspapers 
Kimon Taliadores will be wriling inthe Wentworth Couner, Kris Trajanovsid for the 
Macedonian Herald, Milan Blagojevic for the Serbian newspaper Novosti" and so on 


What about Belmore's pros and cons? 


"The pros there are that il's eas ylogel to. The trains and buses are fantastic: i 

sense. We hada practice game against South Melbourne and we had live ah ta a 
(here, To get there is wonderful. It is in the heart of the inner wetern suburbs anid 
therefare a lot of people from different nationalities live in thal area and love soccer Very 
convenient for them to go there. The bad points are that it's still a western suburb and 
wed like fo cement ourselves in the cily, and also, if We are going to make {he game reall 
popular dO We really want to go to a - ina sense - migrant centre?" : 
; Pcigreprone Leicharat's pretty. Look at this place. I's gorgeous It's a bugger af 
aed g ) 0 Its a bugger of a place to park in, We have responsibililies to Leicharclt 

ounci! as they ve been very good lo us but it this good enough really far whal soccer is 





We're letting other communities know about us (hraugh our players". going to become? | dant know" 
"The players over there that you can see" (the interview was being conducted during a 
Saturday morning training session), “plus our youlh leam - we've gol sixteen different | How's the current financial situation? 
nationalities represented, [hal's phenamenal, but il also reflects whal Sydney's like if 
we were lo say we're only a Greek club and we only cater for Greeks, [hen we're only ‘Oh, it's always difficult, | think if we aot the < 
, arb es, - t mone 7 ; He . 
calenng for one percent of |he population. Very scary stuff. How can you possibly grow? pul Us In a strong position, | think we'll Me if in the Dal Weesinone eke yates. 
7 feeling because now we've got UEFA and FIFA putting a lol of pressure on Borussia 
Well, this is all very fine of course but there must be some elements wilhin the club wha Dortmund to pay up" a 
don't wish lo embrace the broader community, | asked Lydia whether this reaching oul had "The team is winning, weve got good sponsors, we're attract) 
sa bs : : , SOM, rachng ‘ 
encountered much opposition from within the club. She answered emphatically attracting a bit of altention in the media and if we keep onal a pilacaionet beet ticks 
with people Ia proper way, we'll altract more and more people lo the game Then rey 
"None! Is funny you know. The Greeks have always been a community Who have Start making money, It's always difficult. A Jol of foolball clubs in all codes struggle wit 
beanoapen la other people, Theyre nol what you call a militant racist group of people al money because it's a hard business bul these blokes here (shie i dictalies the : iver ie 
all (was employed by nine Greek men" making il easier for us" Z crs prayers) are 
I's worth noting here that Lydia Dowse 's a Jemale of Anglo-Saxon ongin which makes Sadly for UTS Olympic, it doesn't seem any Season can pass by withoul some 
her quile unique amongst the traditional ethnic male cullure of most Australian clubs controversy, After the Wollongong game a disgruntled Branko Milasevir anette dto 


(bane Adelaide, while Joe Bacak - also miffed by his non-inclusion in the starting line-up - 
SslaMMed in a transfer request, He also went public about money the club hadn't paid him 





from last season, Al training there was no evident sign of player discontent, In fact the 
players had been paid thal morning and seemed in good spirits 


"David Barrett, our captain, said on radio the olher night that he felt the team really 
were good frends and were really supportive of each olher | don't Know the players very 
well | dont delve into their personal lives buf they appear to be a happy bunch". 

‘David Ratcliffe is a fantastic coach", she says as we watch him take the squad through 
some training drills. “The players just have so much respect for him and we al (he club 
think he's terrific, He's proven that he ts a good coach. He's gol the resulls and we're 
pleased to have him, Steve Darby has also been doing a great job as assistant coach 
and he's a lovely bloke" 


Fora club that's had more coaches than McCafferty’s it's good to hear the present 
Incumbent is appreciated. Naturally | had to ask about Olympic's reputalion as a sacking 
club. 


‘if Olympic want lo stay in the league, if they want to attract people to them, they can't 
afford to do [hal anymore. It's as simple as thal, If {they're going fo continue lo do that 
[hen (hey wont gain respect. So it's up to [he board | guess. They're happy wilh David 
Ratchffe. They understand (he benefils and | just believe they will do the nght thing" 


The Milosevic / Bacak situation is an untimely reminder of how unstable a club like 
Olympic can be, Every question mark that is raised is a further hurdle for the club lo leap. 
Personally, I'm prepared to buy Lydia's positive message of progress on and off Ihe field. 


GP 1 is, Olympic still carry the baggage of a bad reputation and any bad news is 


damaging, Hopefully this is just a hiccup that doesn't hinder the club, There's nothing new 
in players being pissed off and then pissing off if they're not included in the coach's first 
eleven. The Brisbane Strikers’ Chris Slater, for instance, is less than impressed with life on 
the bench, 

Hopefully UTS Olympic will keep everybody's eyes on the big picture by continuing to 
gain good results with great football. The big picture is looking pretty bright wilh their 3-0 
demolition of Ratclifie's previous club, and brighter still, in fact positively fluorescent after 
the 4-2 drubbing of South Melbourne, At the time of writing, UTS Olympic are top of the 
ladder and recognised around the country as the most stylish side in the competition 

So, exciting times ahead for ‘Sydney's team’. Judging by her enthusiasm, Lydia Dowse 
has enjoyed her switch from sports lawyer to General Manager. She ts at the forefront of 
the club's fight to retain A-League membership after narrowly avoiding expulsion earlier this 
year Ifthey can keep on track and not get derailed by the problems thal have beset them 
In the past, perhaps Olympic, always a big club by Australian standards, might yet become 
a giant, We shall see. 





Yes, itis a conflict of interest. 
Is it nght that a president of a team in the national league be on the Soccer Australia 
board of commissioners? There are plenty of arguments for it, not least being the necessity 

for the clubs to be represented, But how can a commissioner be truly neutral if he has a 
large lobby group behind him insisting on certain traditions being maintaned? The man 
currently in the hol-seat is South Melbourne president George Vasilopoulos, who looked 
extremely uncomfortable (between a couple of impassioned speeches) during the May 
summit in Melbourne, and has been stradling a barbed-wire fence ever since. The current 
(?) SocAus constitution states that a man with two hats must make a decision wilhin 12 
months, bul that didn't stop Tony Labbozzetta hanging on for dear life al the height of the 
slowall debate, and it's unlikely that Vasilopoulos will give up eilher of his coveled positions. 
very Castly either By our reckoning, George has about five months or so lo make his 
Heemion, bulwe would tke lo see the ‘dual eligibiily clause closely looked al whalever 

f wore chooses toda It has caused problems before, and it will cause problems again. 
Lan we recommend that the period of twelve months be reduced lo three, allowing enough 
Hie Ta ol nenmbers to Vole ina new president if necessary? 


—— 




















Just who ARE the people we're try 
Ask yourself this. Of all the soccer programmes on the box each week, which are the most 

informative, entertaining, and visually comfortable. Answer? My guess is you've come up with 

English Soccer on a Monday night, or Italian Soccer on a Sunday morning. 

It is doubtful whether anyone suggested Ericsson Cup on a Monday night. Why? 

Why is it thal Australian television networks can produce world-class programmes for sports 
such as cricket, golf, tennis, rugby leaque, and motor racing, but seem to founder when it 
comes to soccer? | guess if we knew the answer to that we may be part of the way down the 
road to converting some more average Australians to the world game. 

For some pointers, let's begin with a closer look al the way the English and Italian 
programmes are packaged, Fora start there is no ‘frontman’. Gone are the days when Brian 
Moore would treat us as len year olds and keep a straight face for the senous sluff before 
breaking inlo a Simon Townsend-like moronic giggle as the fun stuff arrived, The Poms have 
woken up to the obvious. So too have the Italians. A 55 minule programme deserves 50 
minules of action, Maybe a few minutes of news (with accompanying file footage if necessary) 
and an intro and outro with an intelligent, well-scripted voice-over. 

Yep, the correct ingredients are that basic. 


For there are two types of soccer programmes. The first is the action show, the second is 
the analysis, The line should not be blurred, ‘SU’ has absolutely nothing against Les & 
Johnny, indeed we have got on very well on the occasions we have met and talked, bul it is 
significant (hal of the six highest profile people in the game in Australia (in our opinion, 
anyway) only one of them is a player Paul Wade. The rest? Murray, Hill, Negus, Warren and 
you can take your pick from a handful of others. It ts a terrible situation that ts only 
exacerbaled by [heir overuse: 

significantly, one of the more spectacular ratings successes in recent times have been the 
Nine network programme 'The Footy Show. And why? No, it's not just Sam Newman. It's the 
fact that they have a handful of articulate (in most cases) PLAYERS who are rotated through 
(he panel, players who can give an insighl lo the game as it's played in lhe 1990's 
Players who haven't been in the game or media long enough to lapse into cliches or harp on 
the same old tired arguments. A change is as good as a holiday, Please consider 


Thank you Newcastle. Now, can the rest of you do something about it? 
Where FIFA leads, the world follows. Orso the game's authorities would have us believe. 

The 71994 World Cup Finals was a landmark television experience because viewers didn't 
have to rely on the commentators advising them who was who, The answers were literally 
spelt out for them - on the back of the players’ shirts. Indeed, it is something ‘SU' has been 
asking for, so we were a bil pissed off when shirt names were not made compulsory by 
SsocAus. Thankfully, Newcastle have showed a bi of initiative and tried to educate their 

fans at the same time. We'd like to give them a huge thumbs up but in reality they are only 
\doing the sensible thing. It is up to the rest of the A-League clubs to emulate (he Breakers 
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The Australasian Leaque? 

SocAus chariman David Hill has met SocNZ bosses about the feasibility af entering a Kiwt 
team in the A-League. This is not a new idea, having been bandied about on many occasions, 
but Hill seems to be the only one who seems interested enough tn the idea to take it a slep 
further. On the surface, it may seem a logical move to introduce a Kiwi leam into the A- 
League, a team which would attract big crowds (they could alternate their home games 
between Auckland and Bondi) and generally add exciternent and international rivalry to our 
league, but now is not the time. SocAus's aim is to popularise the game in Australia and 
ensuring all regions are represented in the A-League, 

David Hill must ensure we get the A-League working before introducing international teams 
Inviting Auckland and even Singapore into the A-League is a great idea, but let's not rush into 
it 








Some of you out there obviously read our feature on the Internet back in 
‘SUS cos weve had a bit of mail and the odd subscription arise from it. 
The next step was to ask Thomas Esamie about some of the more interesting 
sites. Being the top bloke he is, he was more than happy to pass on some 
specific ‘addresses’. Read on... 


Where to go Surfin..... 


First the Australian site OZSoccer. OZSoccer is run by Greg Baxter (Brisbane), 
Thomas Esamie (me! in Sydney) and Andrew Howe (Canberra), It was born around May 
this year when Greg got off his arse to put Aussie Soccer on the Web and contacted me 
because | already provided news on the Internet on Aussie Soccer and lhe two of us got 
the site off the ground. Andrew joined us fairly recently since the site was getting hard to 
manage with all the stuff we wanted to do and he brought with him a lot of information and 
initiated a tipping competition for the A-League. 


so what can you find on OZSoccer? Well, there's latest news, a weekly player profile, a 
lipping competition, a list of Aussies playing overseas, NSL results for the past 4 seasons 
and tables since 1977, A-Leaque results and ladder/goalscorers etc, past Socceroo results 
with line-ups and scorers where possible (some input here would be greatly appreciated), 
club profiles, some images of Aussie Soccer stars and teams, and of course an ad for 
‘Studs Up" However, best of all there's a mail-order facility where you can order videos, 
books, calendars and all sorts of stuff relaled to Aussie Soccer, Excellent or what? You 
can also find a list of Mailing lists for different clubs and leaques all over the world so that 
{hose who wish to be kept up-to-date via E-mail can certainly be accommodated, For those 
interested in joining the Australian Mailing list send E-Mail to me at: 
thomas@extro.ucc.su.oz.au. 


Where can you find OZSoccer? Well, set your browsers (We use Netscape 1,1 so for 
besl resulls we recommend use of that package) to hunt down: 
http://colossus.neUdark_shadow/ozsoccer. 

Part of this site is shadowed at hilp:/Avww.usyd,edu.au/~thomase/AusSoc. html but the 
above address is the one to go [or 

For those who want a more global news service there's: 
http: /Awww2.nando.net/SportServer/moresports which is full of recent news from all 
over the globe. For a more offbeat feel you could try: 
http: //metro.turnpike.net/meggie which is always worth a giggle or 5 if only far 
Chantelle's poetic wisdom, 

For a worldwide history of football you just cannot go past the RSSSF archive at: 
http://info.risc.uni-linz.ac.at:70/Oh/misc-info/rsssf/nersssf.html which will give you 
international, league and cup results from many a country around the world and quite a lol 
more. As usual the Yanks suck on the pitch but off it they really have their shit together 
and lhese two sites are proof of the pudding. These two siles are concerned with the 
upcoming MLS league and the associated leams and the US Fan Club "Sam's Army” 
respectively: 
http:/Iwww.tsisoccer.com/tsi and http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mdwheel/sams-army/ 

For a signpost to many other footy sites all over the place you will find 
http /www.atm.ch.cam.ac.uk/sports hard to beat It is run by John Stringer whose 
dedication to his chosen sport has made this one of the mosl informalive and extensive 
sites for football, | certainly recommend it 


Finally "dl just hike lo say thal allhough these siles are, lo the best of my knowledge, slill 
lene and the addresses correct, these things tend lo change over lime and I'm not always 
made aware of the changes. However there should certainly be enough there to start the 
adventure 


But wait, there's more! 


Thomas and Andrew have mailed in some late ‘news’. 


* OzSoccer WWW site (mentioned left) is getting real popular - reaching over 1,000 
readers per week! (But will the clubs be interested? - Ed.) 


* The A-League tipping competition, run in conjunction with OzSoccer is going well 

Nearly 100 people are involved and the battle for Internet A-League tipping supremacy Is 
well and truly on. And recently an A-League player has come on board - although we're not 
mentioning any names because if this player ever tipped against his own team and they 
happened to lose by that score for thal game, well, the recent Malaysian match fixing 
scams will pale in significance. Well, maybe not. .. 


* Aussie soccer e-mailing list, where Aussie soccer fans can easily contact each other thru 
electronic mail, should be up and running soon, If you're on the Inlernel, see OzSoccer [or 
details. 


Baseball 1, Soccer 0. 
One matter we should have mentioned in last issue's report on the A League media 
launch was the media quide handed out free to members of the press. It was a simple 24 
page A5 (‘SU’) size affair with basic information on each club (address, phone number) and 
player lists detailing date of birth and usual playing position. Naturally there was a fixture 
list, and finally the ‘honour board’. You know the stuff, top goal scorers, player of the year 
etc. And that’s about it. 













Sufficient? No! As we've stated in these pages previously, there is nothing wrong with 
pinching good ideas from other codes, and in the case of the media guide it is worth 
looking at the AGL media guide, That's right, baseball. This isa SERIOUS media guide, 
not just aimed at the soccer scribes, but the clubs as well. To be truthful it's more like a 
yearbook. An incredible amount of statistical information on the previous season could 
keep any fan happy for weeks (well, days anyway) bul the real bonus is in the media lisls 
Each and every baseball correspondent is listed for each and every media publication in 
Australia (state by state) which leaves the clubs wih moexcuses. | 




















A kick up the QPR's for Tommy... 
Tom Anderson recently commented on ‘On the Ball that Ned Zelic would have been 
better off staying in Borussia Dortmund's reserves rather than moving lo Queens Park 
Rangers. Er, well, no Tom, he wouldn't be. Zelic only played around 25 league games (we 
think) for Dortmund in the 93/94 and 94/95 seasons due to a combination of injuries and 
the German club's intense competition for places. At this stage of his career, playing a 
jhandful of games every season does not help Ned. He needs to be playing constantly ala 
Icompetitive and demanding level if he is to improve and reach his true potential 


Paul Okon has improved markedly as a player in recent years for precisely (his reason 
We all saw his wonderful performance for Australia agains! (shana in Sydney this year and 
gasped at his total dominance of the Africans. | also had the benefit of seeing his 
performance for Club Brugge against Chelsea in the Euro CWC 1/4 final last season. Ina 
torrid second leg in London, Okon was easily the Belgian club's best player, the only one 
willing and able to take the game to Chelsea. The benefit of regular first-team football for 
Paul Okon is obvious. 

Yes, QPR is a wrold away from Dortmund, but Ned now has a coach (Ray Wilkins) who is 
willing to give him a real chance to re-establish his career 












To many, the match-day programme is an integral part of the game. 
Sut whetis a programme? inthe first of a regular series, Ewen Anderson looks af 
some of the publications issued by Oz clubs and private operators. 
The intention of course /s not to embarrass clubs into producing something better, 
burif they see what CAN be done maybe they'll have a bit of a think.... 


Programme review 


By definition a programme is ‘a written or printed list of events, performers etc in a public 
performance’. To most of us, the programme obtained at a game can be regarded as a 
multi-purpose production which fulfils numerous roles, Il aims to satisfy the needs of 
supporters, collectors and of course the clubs themselves, It is a souvenir of the match. Il 
is a collectors item. It provides reading material before the kick-off, at half-time and maybe 
even on the journey home. It helps improve the public image of a club. They should 
contain all sorts of facts and information thal together create the overall encyclopaedia of all 
we ever wanted to know about football, The range of articles might include photographs 
(both still and action shots), news items, resulls and fixtures, quizzes, profiles, comments 
from the coach, review of the past, statistics and match information to name just a few 
Lopics 


So how do Australian issues rate? With the help of 'SU' readers and clubs (both al A- 
League and Slate/local level) we'll soon find out, We'd like to review the weekly league 
issues, specials, internationals, tour matches, in fact anything - well, almost Next time you 
go lo a game, pick up a spare copy and send tt to: 

Ewen Anderson, P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills, QLD 4161. 

You never know, if the response proves worthwhile, ‘SU' might just increase our debt a 
little and donale an award for the best programme reviewed in the next 12 months. 
Just think of the honour - 

"And lhe winner of the inaugural SU Golden Programme Award is..." 


Wynnum & District S.C. v Pine Rovers Utd - Aug 6, 1995 
16 pages (4 ppofads.) Size: 149mm X 210mm 


Wynnum play in the XXXX% (Premier) division of the predominantly Brisbane-based QSF 
competition, one that is renowned for not producing programmes Soon this point alone, 
Wynnum are to be congratulated on their issue. 

RUN WITH THE oot ERS.C oe THE PACK IN ‘95 

t The wrap around cover is yellow wilh black print 

Each programme has the date and a lucky number 
added with a stamp. The inside pages are white on 
matt (photocopy) paper. 
The Wynnum logo- The Woll - is featured on the 
COVED, 
2-Ads. 3- President's message. 4 - player profile. 
5 - League tables. 6 - Bolh team's line-ups. 7 - 





Testimonial promotion 10-Ads 114& 12- 


Pips? 
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3 junior player profiles. 15 & 16 - Ads 
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"The Home of The Wolves” ° Wynnum's issue has lots of room for 
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Newspaper reports, 8 - Upcoming social evenis, 9 - 


Newspaper reports. 13- 2nd & ard team news. 14 - 


improvement bul their endeavour is to admired, 


Brisbane Strikers v Newcastle Breakers - Oct 21, 1995 
24 pages (9 1/2 pp of ads.) Size: 150mm X 211mm 
An improvement of the 94/95 issue. This issue coincided with the new Hyundai 
sponsorship and reflected on good improvement on the previous assue against Marconi. 
Cover provides details of the SS ees and an aclion picture from the last home game. 


s FiRIKE {KERS: 


v Atiewreastle Breakers 


Strikers secure 
major sponsor 


sponsorship launch plus small ad. 6 - Player's 
NSL accumulative and 95/96 appearances / 
goals + ads. 7 - News on Newcastle. 8 - Ad 
9 - More coach comments plus small ad. 10 - 
soccer snippets + ad. 11 - Intermew with 
Stnkers football manager, 12 & 13 - Player 
profile plus details and action photos from 
Marconi game. 14 - League tables and next 3 
Ericsson Cup rounds + ad. 15- Round 2 
results, scores, crowds + leading EC scorers + 
ad. 16- Youth team news and line-up + small 
ad. 1/ - Youth player profile and youth coach 
comments. 18-Ads. 19 - Gary Phillips "Off 
the Lip" comments, 20 & 21- Ads, 22 - 
Squad line-ups. 23 - Strikers 95/96 leaque 
fixtures. 24 - Ad. 
This programme, printed on glossy paper, has 
% @ good layout with plenty to read and likely to 

3 * be one of the better A-League issues for 95/96. 
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Nottingham Forest Tour Programme - May 1995 
(for games in Singapore, Adelaide & Perth)24 pp (8 pp of ads) size: 161x 241mm 





Whilst there ts quality in this issue, it appears to 
have been put together by people who have little idea 
of whal a programme should do, There are no team 
line-ups for any of ihe games, nor any reference to 
where (he games were being played. It is a Perth 
issue which includes Singapore and Adelaide as an 
after-thought. It is printed on glossy paper. 


Cover - good catchy full colour design. 1- Prornotor's 
message. 2 - Pictures of committee plus names of the WA 
match officials. 3- Ad. 4 -Message from Forest's chairman 
and manager. 5 - Message from Tony Farrugia in Adelaide. 
6 - WA recollections of previous touring sides to WA, 

7 - Message from President of SAWA, 8 & 13 - Colour 
photo of WA squad, 9- Ad. 10 & 71 - Colour photo of 
Forest squad. 12- Ad, 14 - Message from Singapore 
President and extract from Straits Times. 15 - Recollections 
of Forest's 1954 Perth visit, 16- Ad. 17 - cont. from p15 
18 - Australian and UK national anthems 19 - Club badges 
(including Newcastle Breakers!) fram the 94/95 CCSL 20 - 
Ad. Inside back cover- Ad, Back cover - Ad. 





Allin alla good read. Very WA focussed and not a 
programme in the accepted sense. Could have been 
more focussed with little extra effort 
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OLYROOS TRIUMPH 
IN WONDERLAND 


It was on the balmy evening of a 20 degree Canberra day that | tumbled down Baltye St 
and into the Wonderland of the Australian Institute of Sport. There before me, twinkled 
Bruce Stadium, guarded by its four glowing Gryphons, where 2000 quests al $10 an adult 
head were assembling for an Olympic Tea-Party. 

Would it be a cake-walk for Oz? As it turned out, yes, though at the beginning, all was 
sweetness and light as the Melita Manic Dancers (well, I'm sure thal is what the announcer 
called them) tip-toed onto centre stage, Having expected an invasion of Amazons wielding 
machetes and meat cleavers who would, in a vengeful frenzy, hack a Soccer Australia sign 
into matchsticks, we were in for a surprise. No such entertainment - and nothing like the 
Mock Turtle's Lobster Quazdrille. 


Six girls in white twisted precociously from within the limited confines of the centre circle 
instantly transforming the audience into voyeuristic Lewis Carrolls. Their bedtime was 
hastened by the appearance of the teams and the national anthems, during which Joe 
Bacak could nol keep still, It took all my self-control not to scream out the order 'Off with 
his head!’ to the stadium security, who seemed more interested in containing the 
enthusiasm of teenage and camera-armed Japanese tourists for their J League heroes. 


i] 


Australian passes were crisp and generally accurate during a first half they dominated 
but which ended ‘neither neither way’. Tiatto was last and dangerous, Lozanovski covered 
50 much ground one felt he was training for the Atlanta marathon instead of the football, 
while Cranney's overlapping runs promised far more than Hassell - the only Aussie 
disappointment on the night - could deliver. 

Japan's strongest card was captain lio. His vision, speed and skill in midfield was at 
times breathtaking. Yet for all his creative and distributive excellence, Japan continue to 
play like a pirate disk - an attractive cover, but the copying is marginally though inevitably 
flawed. 


The half time's pregnant pause was punctuated by the reappearance of the Manic 
Dancers - bul dressed in glinting black. Though minus one member, they appeared lo 
have grown breasts (colours can do strange things) and launched into a raunchy routine as 
their Queen of Hearts protectively patrolled the sideline. A portent of a fertile second 
period... 

Even the surrounding ghost gums were beginning to count the circling moths until 
Bacak pounced on a blocked drive lo wake the second half from a 1/7 minule slumber. 
Valkanis conspired with a defender for the second wilhin a minute, while to complete what 
the Mouse described to Alice as ‘a long and sad tale’ for the visitors, Tome sent a header 
sailing wide of Yokahama Marinos 'keeper Kawaguchi, who had frankly looked all al sea - all 
night. 

The final whistle saw Les Scheinflug depart the scene grinning like the Cheshire Cat - 
knowing that Atlanta was now more than a silly dream. Man of the malch was a toss up 
between Tiatto and Ito - though the Australian did have his opponent covered in letter 
content 


The only true knave in this friendly international riddled with a stack of cards was referee 
Brett Hugo At the risk of being 'Gullivered’ some things must be said. 
FIFA should senously consider introducing a minimum height requirement of 190cm for 
referees, as the ‘profession’ has always atlracted people of Dormouse-like height and low 
wil-esteem, whe see their artificial elevation to King or Queen for a couple of hours as an 
appartunily to justify their planetary existence through card and order dispensation. 





Those of greater height have an inherently more positive view of their stature compared to 
others and are less likely to exercise their authority unnecessarily. The only problem is, that 
they are less likely to feel the need to become referees, as welll 


still, Andrew Howe, the Statistical Wizard and fellow 'SU' writer turned lo me on the way 
out. "My wife thinks I'm mad going to three matches in six days". With two Cosmos games 
in two and six days al home, it was a heavy schedule. 

"You must be mad", | replied, “or you wouldn't have come here! |'m mad, you're mad, 
we're all mad - but isn't it wonderfull" 

As the lights of Wonderland waned in the distance, as if in a dream, we knew well thal, 
like the White Rabbit, we too would be earnestly studying our watches until our return - 48 
hours later... 


Thursday October 26 (at Bruce Stadium) 


Australia Olympic Team 3 vs Japan Olympic Team 0 
(Bacak 62, Valkanis 63, Tore 76) 

1 Frank Juric (Melb Knights) a 1 Yoshikalsu Kawaguchi (Marinos) X 
2 Sean Cranney (Brisbane) X 2 Hiroyuki Shirai (Shimizu) x 
3 Mike Valkanis (Sth Melb) Xy 4 Yuji Hironaga (Verdy) x 
4 Kevin Muscat (Sheff Utd) x 18 Naoki Matsuda (Marinos) 4 


3 Mark Babic (Sydney Utd) * 3 Kenichi Vemura (Sanlrecce) XO 


13 Makoto Tanaka (Jubilo lwata) = s 


6 Ante Moric (Sydney Utd) X 
7 Goran Lozanovski (AdCity) Xy 
8 Peter Tsekenis (UTSO) xX 
11 Danny Tiatto (Melb Knits) x 


8 Teruyoshi Ito (Shimizu) mm 
14 Hidetoshi Nakala (Bellmare) x 
23 Toshimi Kiucki (Verdy) x 
10 Sotaro Yasunaga (Marinos) a 
{0 Brad Hassell (Ad City) x 22 Takashi Hirano (Nagoya) 5 
9 Joe Bacak (UTSO) xyo 
20 Norman Tome (UTSO) 5 16 ‘Yoshika Matsubara (Jubilo |wala) x 


17 Ryuj! Michiki (Sanfrecce) m 


Victorian Amateur clubs - On the move... 

Various members of the "SU" team recently attended the Amateur Soccer Federation of 
Victoria Inc. presentation night and a rowdy niqhit il was loo, bul the lasting memory was a 
short story told by master of ceremonies Kyle Pallerson Il inwolved (he final of the 
ASFoVI's League Cup (curtain-raiser lo the Dockerly Gup finial) in whieh Dingley defeated 
Saigon Utd on penalties after a 3-3 draw 

Kyle was silting next to Frank Arok who conhded it was one of the most enbertaunineg 
matches he had seen al any level in Australia, Frank 16 a qood judge "SU ean confirm the 
final was indeed a classic 'spectators' match with Heaps of wide oper space lor two leans 
who are obviously not as fit as senior professionals. The chance for these two clubs to play | 
on Olympic Park was. nol wasted will) dour delensive tactics, hoping lo snatch a goal and 
siton it’ Nah, bugger that! They both went for il, ancl when they play inthe VSF 
Provisional League next season we're sure they will blow the opposition away, just like 
recent Amateur champions have done when promoted tothe VSP competition, 








Wow! It’s our first competition! 


Yes folks, after the huge round of indifference our quizzes received we thought we 
might gel a better response if we ran a ‘Give us a caplion’ contes!. The rules are 


simple. Just give us your idea of what Gommissioner Negus might be saying (below) to 


his assembled troops at ihe A-Leaque launch last month and you could win one of two 
Adelaide City flags kindly donated by CB Markeling (see page 31). Enlries close 
December 8, so have a think and get the biro out. Entries to the usual address. 
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Stay tuned for some answers to some curly questions.... 


Captain Socceroo - The Paul Wade Story 
A Review by Roger Sleeman 


There's no doubting Paul Wade's total commitment to football. He was born in the 
homeland of the game, where from an early age he was nurtured in the tradition of the 
English national pastime; something Aussie kids crave for but can never really appreciate. 
It's this overwhelming passion for the world game which is a feature of the latest edition to 
the Australian football library, 


During his formative years in the north of England, it was Manchester United, Everton and 
Liverpool that occupied the mind of the young Wade, a long way from the sparse terraces 

of Brunswick Juventus and South Melbourne where he would make his mark in Australian 
football. 


Yet Wadey never let the fans down, despite the fact he would've loved to play professional 
football in his country of birth. The record book speaks for the man who has played 76 Full 
internationals for his adopted country, an achievement which wiil take a lot to Surpass. 


The title of Captain Socceroo isn't earned easily as Paul Wade had to follow the likes of 
Johnny Warren, John Doyle and Tony Henderson, three of the best footballers to don an 
Australian jersey. However, nobody would deny his right to the name. 


From his early days in Victorian state league football to his progression to the NSL and 
finally to becoming captain of the Socceroos, Paul Wade tells it all as only he knows how. 
Wade and Kyle Patterson have to be congratulated for the way this book has been 
compiled. | found myself unable to put the book down as all the memories of football in the 
early eighties to the recent past were brought back to life. The opening chapter about 
Wade's duel with Maradona is compelling reading. 


Hopefully, this book will provide an inspiration to other players like Farina, Soper, Slater and 


_ A few weeks back 'SU' submitted a list of questions fo SocAus. We had hoped to 

print the responses in this issue, but unfortunately we didn't receive anything in the 
|mail. When we rang SocAus to check on the progress we were advised that the 
‘relevant official was Unavailable, but we will persist, and rest assured we will definitely 

press on with our enquiries, SU8 should give you the answers to questions like: 

What is the current status of the relegation issue. 

“ho was on the ‘interim transfer tribunal panel that decided on the fees for Polak and 

Awanitefe? 

What was the oulcome of the Silic / Kovacevic ‘fence-climbing' episode? 


Will SocAus ever publicly reveal the criteria used lo exclude the three dumped clubs? 
And more. See you then.. 


others to tell their story and to prove there really is a market for Australian football books 
which the leaders of our game were never aware of. At the princely sum of $ 19,95 this 


book is great value for Amas. aP 
The only question | do have for Paul Wade is in relation to his comment on Page 50 where 


he states his regret in not seeing Socceroo matches as a kid. Was the mass hysteria of 
Aussie Rules too tempting for him 7 

Perhaps Wadey might like to explain what he meant by this comment in the next issue of 
Studs Up... 





— 





Melbourne Sports Books 
9 Elizabeth St, Melbourne 


Phone: (03) 9621-1211 Ph/Fax: (03) 9621-1385 
Trading Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30-5:30 = Fri. 9:30-7:00 Sat 9:30-5:30 





Hill gets around... 
One of the bonuses of David Hill's election to the top job is his ability lo get himsell 

on the most unusual lelevision programs. Did anybody else see his recenl appearance | 
on ‘Monday to Friday’ (also known as the Kerri-Anne Kennel show). Seeing Ms Kennel 
in the full Oz kit attempting some ball-juggling was quite hysterical. Actually see 
showed a bit of talent between the sticks. After borrowing Les Pogliacom''s gloves see ; 
alood up toa few shots from Awaritefe and Taliadores, and almost had her head taken 
oll willta shot that she somehow managed to catch! Bul | digress, The fact is, Hillis 
downed soccer an enormous service with these type of cameo appearances, and it is 
hard lo imagine someone like John Constantine or Sir Arthur George chatting away on 


Santo Caruso’s Top Ten recommendations this month: 
Rothman’s 95/96 Yearbook - $60 Playfair Annual 95/96 - $15 


Fever Pitch -$15 Eric Cantona - $15 Don Campbell - 520 
George Graham -$40 Andre Kanchelskis - 530 
Peter Beardsley - $45 Calcio Italia 95/96 - $27 A-League Yearbook - 37 








In our last issue Anthony Fensom looked at the strides being made by Brisbane 
off the field. Now it's time to assess their on-field performance. 


The Strikers ~ 
Consistently 
inconsistent 


| The new season of the Ericsson Cup began with a keen sense of anticipation from 
Brisbane supporters. Finally, it was hoped, the Strikers might be able to establish _ 
themsleves in the national league, and break the traditional Sydney-Melbourne-Adelaide 
axis which has controlled the league ad infinitum, The move to the international-quality 
Suncorp Stadium, the signing of quality players such as Frank Farina and Jason Polak 
and finally the announcement of a new major sponsor (Hyundai) all promised the beginning 
of a new era for the Strikers. Professional football seemed to be within striking distance, 





STRIKERS 
RIKER 


With such hopes inmind, a crowd of approximately 6,000 ventured to SuUNCOrp 
Stadium, a stadia situated a walk away Irom Roma Street railway station in the city (and 
ample parking in nearby business premises), Club Crocodile (a resort) offered every 
licketholder a free night's accomodation if only the Strikers could beat Marconi. Perhaps 
fortuitously for Club Croc, Brisbane played inconsistently on the night, giving away two 
penalties which were accepted by the Fairfielders, and missing at least four chances to 
score with an open goal. A penalty from Farina opened his account for the Strikers but it 
was a disappointed crowd which departed the stadium afler a 3-1 loss. Fireworks had 
opened the night for the Strikers, but the tearn fizzled out shortly after. 


An away loss later, and Brisbane were back at home again. this ti ! 
boys, Newcastle Breakers. Strikers coach Bruce Stowell enontad the Pate Teeny 
programme the number of missed scoring opportunities, but promised that "the players will 
turn things around in a hurry". The coach couldn't have been happier then when after 
barely three minutes, a chip from Jason Polak was met by fellow Socceroo Sean Cranney 
wilh a well-placed header to break Brisbane's goal drought. A goal from the experienced 


rod Brown, this time from a Cranney cross, led to a half-time score of Brisbane 2 
Newcastle 0 


Thor and the 'Strike Squad! were getling into full voice when Sean Crann 
an underhit back-pass from Gary Wilson to slide the ball past Breakers sotperorig 
Carter, 3-0. The icing on the cake came when Frank Farina turned in the Newcastle 
penalty area lo curve the ball beyond the hapless Carter, 4-0. Al this stage John Kosmina 
had had enough, and he decided that perhaps a change of goalkeeper would keep the 
scoreline where it was. Unfortunately for debutant Adam Fitlock, he inexplicably managed 
to drop a long cross from defender Mark Battistin into the back of the net. Newcastle tried 
valiantly to open their account, and were perhaps unlucky not to score, with Alan Hunter 
bniliantly heading a goal-bound shot over the crossbar 


Breakers’ coach John Kosmina had been reported Prior to the game as being one of the 
last ‘hard men’ of the national league in his playing days. Perhaps in lieu of this standard 
the frustrated Breakers resorted to a few off-the-ball fouls unnoticed by the referee 
Including a VICIOUS elbow which floored Alan Hunter, not a player who is known to take an 
unnecessary dive. Somewhat unsportsmanlike, Kosmina was later quoted in ABSW 
describing the Strikers as a bunch of "cheats". 





tis worth noting that Brisbane produced their best performance withoul three of coach 
Slowell's regulars: Phillips, Wright and Jackson, Ex-Parramatta Eagles Brayshaw and 
Gwynne took their place, with Battistin in defence and Farina as captain. The pace of 
Andrew Brayshaw in particular added a great deal to Brisbane's offensive capabilities, while 
Battistin and Gwynne controlled the defence along with ‘big Al Jason Polak was our man 
of the match, although Sean Cranney won the official award. 


Unfortunately for the Strikers, their success over Newcastle was to be followed by away 
games to the might of the Melbourne Knights and Sydney Utd. Brisbane's traditional 
unhappy away record continued, wilh a 2-0 loss to the Knights compounded by the farcical 
dismissal of Farina (dismissed for a foul committed against him, not by him), followed by a 
1-0 loss to the goal-shy Sydney Utd. 


Following these stern tests, Brisbane were at home to the Morwell Falcons, the surprise 
packet of the league so far. This game promised much, and a crowd of some 4,500 (the 
old Perry Park usually attracted 2,000 on average) gathered to see whether the Strikers 
could overcome their inconsistent form. Stowell welcomed back Phillips to the midfield for 
the game, with the promising Brayshaw kept on the bench_ In the first half, the Strikers 
had the best of the chances, with the Falcons playing a counter-altacking style which failed 
to catch Brisbane. Rod Brown crashed a header against the post, and Farina was 
upended attempting to put away the rebound, however calls for a penalty were ignored by 
(he referee. So much for Brisbane referees helping the home side... 

In the second half, Brisbane again dominated, with Morwell having few shots on goal of 
any trouble to Clint Bolton. Finally afler a period of sustained pressure, Farina showed his 
class in the penalty area by placing a fine header into the left corner of the net wih five 
minutes remaining. 1-0, and the Strikers managed to control the ball for the remaining 
eight or so minutes (it seemed like half an hour of injury time for the Brisbane fans). The 
Strikers had managed to defeat the early pacesetters, and indeed probably should have 
scored a couple more, only being prevented by some gallant defending by the Faicons 
However, the problem remains for the Strikers: consistent lack of success away from home 


Given that the Strikers are the only Qld team in the Ericsson Cup, the Strikers will have 
lo start winning some away games if lhey are serious about making the finals for the first 
time in the club's history. With quality players such as Farina, Polak and Granney, the 
strikers finally have a squad that can compete with the best southern teams. The potential 
for success is there, but even the most optimistic wouldn't talk abou! a bMyundai treble 
(Hyundai sponsor the winners of both the ARL & AFL competitions, and tow the Strikers) 

Regarding media coverage, local newspaper The Courier Mail now spornor the Stokers, 


and accordingly coverage of the Strikers and the World Garne in general has inofeaced 
dramatically Previously the unofhcail newsletter of te biisbane Broncos (Alan Langer only 
had to sneeze for there to be a front-page story about a mystery virus amici the 
Broncos), the paper has now realised that Ihe market for the World Coane eats eapectilly 
given the number of participants in Queensland The -Striltere orqainiyelligny alec pincer 
attractive matchday programme, allhough as usual, itis Usually Sole oll athe (he fine) few 


hundred fans arrive at the stadium. 


In summation, the new season has bequn well for Ihe Striker), wilh vaitly iniprowed 
crowds and good results at home tn the new stadiuin However as inthe poe, the teary 
has struggled away from home. Should the Strikers develop sonw consistenoy i) ved 
performances, they may surprise a few of Ihe slronger clulos in tie fitvals Ther Strikers alee 
benefit from being a club for all the people of Brisbane, and not just & particular seotiny of 
the community. As stated by no less than Johnny Warren, it 1s Wnpartant for Ue 
development of football in Australia that regionally-based clubs lead the way for the 
acceplance of football in the mainstream of Australian somely The Stnkers hove begun 
such a path, and perhaps in the future 1995 will be regarded as a watershed in Atislialion 
soccer, following the tumutuous events of the Stewart Inquiry 








“. 


Many soccer fans (and experts) ex ) 

mae sat ba pected Canberra to be the A-Leaque's 
whipping boys in their inaugural season in the top league. The Suibleey 
monikered Jumbo Trudgeon was on hand to witness their first home game. 


CANBERRA'S RETURN TO THE 'BIG TIME' (?) 
A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE 


Saturday October 14th 1995 saw the return of a Canberra team to the premier soccer 
league in Australia. The goalless draw with Sydney United provided many talkin int 
and also hinted at an optimistic future for the Cosmos, particularly after the See " 
leading up to their first match. The crowd of five and a half thousand was mous on 
whal was a chilly (for October) evening. Hopefully crowds of this size will be the norm for 
the Cosmos home matches, and as the weather improves crowd sizes will even increase 


The Cosmos side played with a lot of spirit, an +i , . 
encouraging signs. pirit, and the local fans got behind the team: more 


On the playing front it appears obvious thal Cosmos will struggle to 
anather striker to play alongside Perinovic would appear a ny (not thal ae Lan IS 
the only coach or manager in the world facing this problem!}. Whether the finances a 
there to find such a player ts another matter. Defensively the Cosmos appear to be stron 
and Paul Wade was superb, particularly during the last half hour when the home team a8 
reduced to fen men. Goalkeeper Milosevic is obviously a real find, but his kicking game 
needs to improve dramatically from his performance in this match. | 


Sydney United were (for me) disappointing, and really on 
(he advantage of the extra man. Ba Culina has not tb a o> “Rendle 
Canberra soccer public with his reported post-match comments (especially when coupled 
with his comments following the earlier meeting between the two teams in the Waratah 
Cup), Maybe he should pay more attention to the performance of his own team, - | 


Now for the negatives. Is Canberra the only town in the world wh fere 

going to favour the away team? In the ets youth team Tistoh he ROR Apa done 
leam were dened two blatant penalties. The first team match saw Armstrong sent off after 
one of the most ludicrous decisions | have seen in 26 years of following the game. Anyone 
who saw the highlights on SBS television will know what | am referring to: Armstrong : 
(having already been booked) inslinctively and unsuccessfully attempted an overhead kick 
ina Scoring situation. The ref presumably judged this to be dangerous play, and warranted 
a booking Two bookings = a send off. Fine in principle, but (as is often the case) where is 
the refs common sense? Has this ref ever played the game? 


For me the second depressing event of the evening was the behavi eé 
supporters These wannabe hooligans are obviously ane insome eal pF tack Is 
(here really any need at footy grounds for chants referring to Second World War neo-Nazi 
paramilitary organizations? For chants that suggest thal Paul Wade indulges in onanism? 
For letting off smoke flares? These Neanderthals are the same idiots that | witnessed | 
pais Tf] monkey noises al a match between Sydney United and South) Melbourne whenever 

waritefe was near the ball (you know, those pathetic grunts that were all the rage at 
| nglish football grounds in the early eighties). Grow up chaps and getalile 


Neverllieless, | had a very enjoyable evening and | am optimistic willi regard to the 
lature After the turmoil in local football circles that accornparied Cosmos’ return to the 
| nesson A-Leaque, the night was. a big success’ professionally orgamsed and slaged, a 
Taso rable match program to read, a healthy attendance, a fighting and gutsy performance 


by Ihe learn and the aequisition of (heir first A-l ' 
se econ S| A-Leque point | look forward to their first goal 


While we're on the subject of the national capital, it's time to fet 
Nick Guoth give his version of Canberra's bumpy start to the season 


The Canberra Cosmos have finally commenced their long and winding road to 
respectability, The results to date have not been all too overwhelming, but the team’s 
enthusiasm has helped gain them the support that |s so desperalely needed. 

To date the Cosmos have played seven games. Unfortunately, there have been no wins, 
but there have been a number that have got away. The team has led three times (twice by 
two goals) and yet have seen these leads whittled away, The four draws have helped keep 
the team within striking distance, but a win is needed more than anything, 


Overall, the team is yet to settle. The pieces are still being added to the puzzle. Now all 
that is needed is the glue to keep it all together, Mike Lyons js thal adhesive. His altitude 
toward the game and his pure professionalism will help bring this team together and 
become a contender in the not too distant future 


The team is a mix of local, interstate and overseas players, Unfortunately, the National 
League experience of most of these is rather small, While this has given Mike Lyons 2 
challenge, the team spiril has been tremendous, and from whal | have seen, everyone Is 
behind him all the way. 


The main acquisitions for the team have included Paul Wade, Paul Dee, Norman Kelly and 
Lachlan Armstrong. There was one other player who came over from the AIS, goalkeeper 
Danny Milosevic. Danny has had mixed success, first making a big mistake to allow 
Damien Mori to score his first goal, then becoming the man-of-the-match against Sydney 
United and finally taking a wrong step at training and now being out forthe season, (We 
heard he had done an anterior cruciate - Ed.) 


One problem that existed early on was the availability of players fromACT Premier League 
side Canberra Deakin. Fortunately an agreement was reached which will hopefully benefit 
both clubs, to allow players like Marko Perinovic and Michael Musitano to play for the 
Cosmos. Their addition, along with other Deakin players, has been valuable. Musi has 
shown incredible talent and | wouldn't be surprised if he was included in al least a train-on 
squad for the Australian team in the not too distant future. 


With this mixture the team has provided a number of gutsy performances, including (hose 
against Sydney United and just recently away to Marconi, There have also been some 
rather dismal games where the lead has been blown, bul hopefully the win will came and if 
they continue to play to their potential many more will follow 


The Canberra fans have also come to the party in helping the team along With a fewwins, 


(he numbers will start to swell, Last Saturday night's game against West Adelaide was 
important. The last four minutes of play saw the match swing from a boring 0-0 draw to a 
very exciting and, much more importantly, crowd-pleasing 1-1 resull where Paul Wade 
equalised with seconds lo spare. 


On the topic of crowds, except for the UTS Olympic supporlers, no tear tas outdone ours 
for vocal support. The biggest example of this came al Marcon where the home fans were 
very quiet whilst the few Cosmos followers were continuously shouting their support, Many 
thanks here should go to the leader of all the cheering, fellow wr iter Chris Kunz 


So with only four points and lying al the bottom af the lable, Ihere is a long way to go 
There is no doubt this team will improve and, with the cornpetitian being so equal, a mid- 
table finish is certainly nol beyond the team. 


“r 
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While Morwell took the early lead in the race for the Ericsson 
Cup and Canberra and Newcastle were also making headlines, only 
three Australian cities have the opportunity to play host to a 
traditional-style derby match. Lou Maratos was on hand to report 


EST ADELAID 


Soccer Club 






On a rainy and windswept Sunday 
evening of summer (I) soccer, the 
Zebras came from behind with a 
barnstorming finish to literally stuff the 10 
man Sharks 2-1 and temporarily silence 
the knockers of the perennial national 
soccer league grand finalists. Just over 
8,000 people braved the sudden change 
in weather to witness another memorable 
Adelaide derby game. The first ever A- 
League derby (33rd in total since the 
national league inception) saw a youthful 
Adelaide City hold sway for large periods 
of the game, only to then have to do it 
hard in order to record their 22nd victory 
over West Adelaide in the national league 
and break their own three game losing 
slreak this season. 


This was a game deserving of a bigger 
turn oul. But unfortunately here in 
Adelaide, since the advent of the Crows, 
the Aussie Rules season never seems to 
end in terms of media coverage and with 
the final Australian Formula 1 GP to be 
held in Adelaide in a weeks time, soccer 
somewhal took a back seat. This was 
despite the efforts of local radio station 
ORPH with it's various interviews during 
Ihe week, it's normal 2-3 hour coverage 
on the morning before the game and it's 
ive coverage of all home games for both 
Adelaide learns and the segment on SBS' 
‘Gn the Dall Wilh everything else being 
equal, every derby game should be a sell 
Ou No exeiises any more 


on Adelaide's 


After lining up to buy our tickets. and 
again having to line up lo enter the 
Hindmarsh Stadium (maybe | should 
have bought my tickets through the 
booking agency Venulix) 45 minutes 
before kick-off, with the queues already 
winding their way towards the main road 
leading to the sladium, we settled into our 
seals in the non-smoking section 
opposite the grandstand (although some 
smokers can't read), | managed to score 
my first match programme for the season 
(thanks to the person that left it behind 
after leaving their seat) we sat back 
waiting for the kick-off whilst being 
enlertained by both clubs’ dancing girls. 
The West Adelaide merchandise shop 
seemed to be doing a good trade in 
pullovers and scarves, in keeping with the 
weather. A ten minute spray of rain 
before kick-off failed to dampen the 
crowd's spirits, with the many Greeks and 
Italians in the crowd on the edge of their 
seals in anticipation of gelting the 
opportunity to stick il up the loser of the 
battle. Everybody stoad for the national 
anthem and then the game began at a 
frantic pace. 


The first half saw very few 
opportunities created allhough lhe Zebras 
dominaled possession and were more 
cohesive in their allacking raids. One of 
the highlights of the first half was the form 
of two newcomers to the A-League, 
hamely Bradley Armour (Zebras) and 
Nathan Day (Sharks), 





The half-time break found most people 
trying to get something hot to eat and 
drink, in order to get the blood flowing 
again, from one of the three food and 
drink stalls in the outer. Not quite 
adequate for such a large crowd. Even 
though the cover of the match pro- 
gramme (Sharks home game) indicated 
[hat a Roo-ball game was to take place 
during the break, this didn't eventuate 
and we were forced to watch the grass 
grow whilst praying for no more rain 


The second half saw both teams lifia 
gear, especially the Sharks, Cameroon 
international Ndongo-Keller, in his first 
start of the season should have opened 
the scoring in the 54th minute, when clear 
through on goal and with only new 
Socceroo 'keeper Jason Petkovic to beat, 
he managed to find the post instead, But 
a minute later the WestAd supporilers in 
the grandstand almost lifted the roof off 
when Sharks defender Robbie Slager 
nodded in at the far post following a 
corner, 


This was the las! time the Sharks had 
any joy inthe match. In the 65th minute 
Olyroo squad member and Sharks 
defender Frank Tibaldi was sent off for a 
second bookable offence. The Zebras for 
the next 15 minutes managed to create 
scoring opportunities wilh John Gibson 
having a shot cleared off the line during a 
















when itre-opens, Surely not... 


mad goalmoulh scramble. He was to 
have the last laugh though when he 
capped off an impressive performance by 
deflecting a Mark Yates shol past Sharks 
‘keeper Peter Blazincic. Wilh the Zebras 
continuing to press forward trying to ram 
home their numerical advantage, Sharks 
coach Rau) Blanco (or as Les Murray 
says, "Raoooooool") started to ring Ihe 
changes in order to try and salvage a 
point for his depleted charges. But alas 
good folks (Greg Blake speak), recalled 
socceroo and Zebra scoring machine 
Damien Mori, with five minules left, shot 
the ball into the back of the net via a slight 
deflection off the boot of Robbie Slager. 
Boy, did the Italians go crazy or whall A 
great finish to a greal game. Whal 
followed was a mad dash to the car for a 
quick getaway before getting stuck in a 
lraffic jam. 


soccer (5 alive in SA which has now 
been dubbed the soccer capital of 
Australia. Despite such praise, there Is 
still a lot of work to be done. With Soccer 
SA, West Adelaide and Adeliade City all 
tenants of Hindmarsh Stadium and each 
with their own offices and bar facilities, a 
definite spirit of co-operation exists which 
should see the derby game become one 
of the highlights of the A-League season. 


One down, two more derbies to gol 


Olympic Park goes into hibernation 

As opening day at the new Lakeside Stadium draws nearer so lo does a temporary 
farewell to the old dinosaur herself, Olympic Park. Centrally located, it has been the venue 
of some of the biggest matches in Oz soccer history, and a memorable chapter in the 
Australian game is about to close. With plans to eventually expand the capacity to 45,000 
|Melbourne fans will hopefully be able to look forward to seeing top class international soccer 
before the Olympic Games arrive. Bul will it ever see lop class domestic soccer again? 

In the immediate future, most fans will face longer trips to see A-League action. 
Although South Melbourne playing at OP provided the public with greater accessability lo 
Ericsson Cup matches, visitors to Somers St better have their driver's licence, because 
there is no public transport within cooee, and they better lake a picnic baskel because lhe 
catering facilities for the man in the outer are invisible. Make sure you wear your high-heels 
if it's a Melbourne derby too, or you'll be lucky to see two-thirds of the ground. For the 
casual fan, it's not even tempting. Just think, when the new Lakeside Stadium is finally 
opened, Olympic Park will be without top class soccer for the first time in years. Okay, so it | 
is about to undergo major renovations (for the 2000 Olympics) which will put it oul of 
bounds for a while anyway, but don't tell me it is going to be devoid of A League action 





Dear ‘Stade Up' 
PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


This month the P O Box contained plenty of contributions (which made us quite 
happy) but only one letter (which made us quite sad). Obviously people don't 
understand that they receive a ‘freebie’ or an extension to their subscription just for 
appearing on this page. Ah well, if they insist on buying it... Anyway, without any 
further ado, here's Maurice Hawling, who wants to clarify a few things... 


Dear ‘SU, 

Congratulations! It was great to see 'SU' on ‘On the Ball’ - best promotion you can have. 
You must be flooded with letters by now. (Well, not really- ed.) There are a few things | 
would like to say again Now that the euphoria and excitement of recent events have 
subsided a little, it's time to assess the present situation. There is no doubt that soccer has 
made a great leap forward but let's face it - we still have a long way to go, 

| admire Paul Gearing's optimism and enthusiasm but his statement that Parochial and 
ethnic soccer is finished” is a little premature to say the least. | would love to share his 
optimism and | agree with his suggestion of forming a supporter's club, As it is now, we 
have four, well maybe five, nan-ethnic clubs in 'A-Leaque' but our big cities - Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide - have only ethnic clubs to boast about. Think about it - none of 
these cities has a club it can call its own, a club it can be proud of Ethnic soccer is still 
very much alive and licking. Our three Sydney clubs are situated within five or so 
kilometres from each other (the nomads UTS Olympic are using Marconi Stadium). 
Pathetic set up isn't it? 


I'm still of the opinion that we should have only two truly cosmopolitan clubs in Sydney 
and Melbourne. If you look at soccer-crazy Europe, very few big cities can boast more than 
one club in their premier league. At this stage in our Rugby and Aussie Rules oriented 
cities, that is all we can hope for, Thal is if we want to fill up the stadiums. Anyhow, the 
number of clubs ts not of great importance, the important thing is what do they represent? 


| would also like to comment on Grham Creed's letter. Where did he dig up that 
O'Higgins from? Where do they strut the ball around - in the fifth division in Guyana? As 
for Atlanta, it's totally inoffensive. No one knows what it means anyway without consulting 
an encyclopaedia. | don't find you argument convincing, Mr Creed. As for the comment 
that the ethnic clubs "carried the game while Anglo Saxons went to watch leaque", | believe 
that Australians went to watch league because there was no Australian soccer to follow 
and identify with, The ethnic clubs didn't "carry the game" out of concern for Australian 
soccer. They just used it as their nationalistic vehicle. In the meantime, we have lost 
supporters not only to Rugby but also to basketball and of all games, even baseball 
Mr Graham Creed says that he agrees with me that soccer problems emanate from poor 
management of clubs. | didn't say that, | said that the core of the problem is ethnicity of 
the clubs and all other problems emanate from there because it excludes Australians of all 
backgrounds except that particular ethnic group for which the club exists. 


As for being a ‘professed soccer supporter’, my first involvement wilh (he game started 
before the second world war as a spectator and mediocre player and | have been involved 
with the game ever since until a few years ago, The fact that you could accept and actually 
enjoy the prevailing atmosphere leaves me speechless. As soon as Paul Gearing's idea is 
realised and we have an Australian soccer team in sydney, I'll be there, cheering them on! 








CAsia Watch =~ 


After reading the latest issues of AFC News you begin to understand the sheer “—- 
magnitude of the Asian confederation. From little Macau which has an interesting mixture 
of Chinese and Portuguese influences to the Brazilian influences of Saudi Arabia. That's 
not to mention the recent addilion of ex-Soviel nations who conlinue to cause surprises (or 
perhaps not depending on your appreciation of the old Soviel league). 


The recently concluded Afro-Asia club championship between Asian champions Thai 
Farmers Bank and African champs Esperance of Tunisia was won by the North Africans 
3-2 on aggregate. 


Oman, shock semi-finalists at the World U-17 championships in Ecuador, are going 
through a football boom. The exploits of the kids in South America has led to 
unprecedented interest in the game at junior level and a commitment to win the nest U-17 
World Cup in Egypt in 1997. 


The qurter-finals of Asia's Champions Cup take place in late November, As usual, the 
competition is split between East & West Asia with the semi-finalists of each region 
meeting at the end of the year. The 1993 and 1994 Asian champions Thai Farmers Bank 
and Japanese champions Verdy Kawasaki are East Asia's best bels while Uzbekistan's 
Neftchi Baku (regulars in the old soviet league) compete inthe Wes! Asian section the 
Asian Cup-Winners Cup will see Japanese side Yokohama Flugels in a bid to retain the 
traphy. 


While Australia's A-League recently began, Singapore's S-League will kick-oll in April 
1996. For the past 74 years Singapore has fielded a team in the Malaysian League but the 
recent bribery controversy forced their withdrawal, Ironically, Ue tew league will be 
financially supported with a $9 million grant from a Pools company Ati) we don't teat 
swimming, Most of the teams in the eight-leam league already play iy He eating Porner 
Leaque, 


Something else to look forward to ('7) 6 [he feintrodiic tion of hag to The iibediational 
arena after FIFA ended ther five year exile (You pitotwibily Wi why 


And finally, full marks to SOS for gotting Dawid Milohell on the blower fa tier inahing 
intermew during ‘On the Dall’ (he olfier woek Cnty Tune dartion, Milotiell het nro! thn 
only goal for Selangor agains! Pelhang ithe Malayeiin Cu Pit Tile (iii banter 
death extra-time (what a marvellous teal) Gonqletend another Uleeyjennitiog tiiwety to Tie 
year for Alan Davidson who finished on (he toeiig bear The folllgee Ore thei Tite 
disappointment at missing last year's final Hue lo Bile pweryeiiny 


Pahang started the 10 learn Gorrie) ie Tay iil aT einai) Chime Feb meengyh ie 


finishing 11 points clear of runner-up Selangor Thee halter ehagiee cf tie Malayer eye tae 


a real Oz flavour, with the winners leaturing tim Obelee Metyircet Det gbcee aict Paite tell 
amongst their ranks, as well as being ooached by Ger ghite beeee ror Ween blr 
Pehang faced Scoll Ollerenshaw’s Sabbali ii (ie eerie welll) ott eect Te eryiiatiend 
ina 1-1 draw bul missing fis spolkion iy thie Clee yet ofp oss 


With Selangor players recening Pruicpee Lear vi gee evel piliyiay ty Fed Oe) OE Fate cee Phe 
final, it ts little wonder our local-based playoie aii epi belting iy) ley ply ie ete 











BULLETIN 


Once again we should remind all readers that this is a FREE service. 
Oh, that goes for all the clubs, too! Then again, they couldn’t even 


bother replying to our correspondence so we're not holding our 
breath... 





Calling all stats buffs! 

|Our frend in Hannover (Germany for those who shouldn't need to be told) Andre Kruger is 
keen to track down a few results of matches involving the Oz back in decades past, and 
sadly 'SU' is unable to provide him with everything he wants to know. So if anyone oul 
there - perhaps a certain Mr Hetherington from Maitland - can help Andre out can they get 
in touch with either "SU' or Andre direct at Tollenbrink 14, 30659 Hannover, Germany, 

As many details as possible about the following matches are sought: 

Australia / Australian Alv a) Blackpool 1958 

| b) Rapid Austria 1955 

c) New Zealand tour in 1936 - esp. vs club teams 








Sa ee 


Another new publication with a difference 





Recently spotted in a few of the bigger newsagencies is a pommie comic tilled ‘Sweet FA’, 
where the writers REALLY go to town on some of the bigger names in English (and World) 
soccer. Not for the faint-hearted, there is a fair bit of gutter language and straight oul filth, 
but if you've had a few beers you can;t help giggling over some of it. Usually sold ina 
plastic cover and deservedly so. | wouldn't want my junior browsing through it Well, nol 
just yet anyway... 





Just enough time for a few drinks... 
Afler months of waiting (and a few postponements) the new Lakeside Stadium ts finally 
going to be seeing A-League action on November 26 when South Melbourne play host to 
West Adelaide, Pre-match entertainment will be in the form of a Soulh Melbourne Legends 
igame (no names available but we're sure you can work out the list of likely participants), a 
juniors game, fireworks (off-field) and general razzamatazz. If that ain't enough for ya you 
can watch Premier Jeff and chief sponsor Bob Jane arrive in ‘an unusual fashion’, 
Gold Members may be interested to note [hal a President's dinner will commence at 4.30 
For those of you who are not Gold Members may want to have a chat with the 'SU' crew 
who will be camped in the main bar of the Cricket Club Hotel at 435 Clarendon St, which 
is a very short walk from the ground. See ya there from Spm onwards. 





| Programmes wanted 

‘SU’ would dearly love to hear from anybody who has a spare copy of the programme for 
mither of the recent Ansett Challenge matches (between Australia and New Zealand in case 
you've been out of the country for a while.) _ 














Only one month ‘til Xmas... 
Those of you out there who still have some Christmas shapping to do bul don't want lo 
leave the house may want to take note of another new mail-order set-up, This one Is run by 
former ASF marketing man Cec Bucello who has a wide variety of stuffon offer, and most 
of it is at just about the cheapest price. A full catalogue can be obtained from. 
CB Consulting 

Sports Marketing, Merchandise and Publishing Specialists 
Mail Order Mall, 21 Einstein St, Winston Hills 2153 NSW. 

Tel: (02) 686-7020 Fax: (02) 639-2169 



















Two of the items we recommend you consider include: 
Video: The History of Soccer 

| Anyone who has seen this will tell you it is the best retrospective of the sport ever made 

Made with the full co-operation of FIFA, it goes right back to the days of ball-juggling in 
China and studies the development of the game both on and off the field right through to 
the modern era. The whole shebang goes for aboul 160 minules and al $29.95 (plus 
$5.00 postage) is probably the best Christmas present you can give yourself - if you don't 
already own it, that is. 


Superstar Soccer 
‘You may remember we gave this a plug in the last issue, and we've since played it (yep, 
it's a game) and can see the huge potential. It won't be long before fans meet weekly arid 
form a league, the possiblities are endless... 
Again, it is a great Christmas idea at only $16.95 (add a buck for postage). 


Subscribe - it's cheaper! 

We've had one or three complaints from people saying they are having trouble 
getting 'SU'. Funny that! Our subscribers don't have that problem. To avoid missing 
any future issues of 'SU' your best bet is to subscribe, ‘cos chances are you wort find 
lit at your local A-League ground (see 'Get the book out!'). $15 bucks (chaque o 
money order is the best) will get you six issues, but don't wait too long Prices tows 
are inevitable unless we suddenly start printing twice as many. 

As for back issues... 

Sorry, you're out of luck. Unless you want issue three, or if youre real quick you can 
grab a copy of issue six. Other than that, it's time to start searching through tie 
second-hand shops... 


Remember! All items for this page should be mailed to the sual adios (eae pig ee) 








Well, that's it for another issue. Issue 8 will celebrate our first birthday and 
if things go to plan you'll have it in your mailbox before Christmas. Like we 
said, if things go to plan... In the meantime, make sure you 


Look out for... 


NOVEMBER 

25 - Clash of the NKOTB as Canberra play host to Newcastle 

26 - At last! Lakeside Stadium to be officially opened by Premier Jeff. 
28 - Toyota Cup - Check SBS in the TV guide for more information. 
29 - 1st leg of the Italian Cup 1/4 finals. H/L: Lazio v Inter 


DECEMBER 

10 - Derby Day in Melbourne as South Melbourne host the Knights 
12 - World Cup Qualifying Draw to be held in Paris 

13 - Play-off for final Euro "96 place at Anfield - Rep of Ireland v Holland 
13 - 2nd legs of Italian Cup 1/4 finals (see above) 

17 - Draw for Euro '96 Finals to be held in Birmingham 

24 - Final of the Asian Cup Winners Cup 

31 - Final of the Asian Champions Cup 


Australia’s matches: 
13-v Vanuatu) 17-vSolomonlslands 19-vFiji 21-v New Zealand 
25-v Vanuatu) 27-vSolomon'slands 29-vFiji 31-v New Zealand 
Johnnie Walker Cup 

12-14 - 1st round, istleg 19-21 - ist round, 2nd le 
i - African Nations Cup Finals kick-off in South Africa 
Opening match features South Africa v Cameroon in Johannesbur 





26-27 - 2nd round 











14 - Victorian Premier League season is due to kick-off aa 
J-Leaque team Urawa Red Diamond will be visiting South Australia as part of their pre- 
season training. Watch out for the following games: 
21 - (Wednesday) v Adelaide City 

[24 - (Saturday) v Wes! Adelaide _ 








FEBRUARY 
Watch for details of a tour by Sweden. Or ts lhat the Swedish 'B' leam? 
Watch for details of a tour by Uruguay Or is that the Uruguay 'B' team? 


APRIL 
25 - Johnnie Walker Cup Semi Finals 
28 - Round 33 of the Ericsson Cup sees all six matches kick-off at 7pm. We hope. y 


MAY 
5 - Johnnie Walker Cup Final - 


Ericsson Cup Finals 
12-1stround,1istleg 19-1stround, 2ndleg 26 - Minor Semi Final 


JUNE 


Ericsson Cup Finals 
32 2-Preliminary Final 9 - Grand Final 








